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National R&D Spending to Exceed $57 Billion in 1980
Total U.S. R&D spending is projected to
reach a current dollar level of $57.3 billion in
1980, an increase of 9 percent over the 1979
expected level and more than double the
amount spent on these activities ten years
earlier. In constant dollars, national R&D
spending is expected to increase by 2 percent
between 1979 and 1980. Constant dollar gains
in the national R&D effort occurred each year
since 1975, after nearly ten years of no
growth. That growth, however, resulted in
large part from increased emphasis on finding
alternative energy sources. Between 1975 and
197S, the last year for which survey data are
available, energy accounted for nearly onethird of the R&D spending increase while, at
the same time, amounting to less than 10
percent of the national R&D effort.
The Federal Government is expected to
furnish nearly $28 billion for research and
development in 1980, an increase of 8 percent
over 1979, In constant dollars, the 1980
Federal increase will be 1 percent over 197°
and 10 percent over 1975. For 1979 and 1980,
more than half of the Federal increase is
scheduled for defense with greater emphasis
on research and technology related to longer
range military needs.
Non-Federal R&D support has continued to
increase at a faster rate than Federal R&D

spending since the mid-sixties. This trend is
expected to continue into 1980, with nonFederal R&D spending reaching a level of over
$29 billion. 11 percent above the 1979 level.
Over 90 percent of these non-Federal R&D
funds are provided each year by industry,
whose R&D growth has kept pace with sales.
About 35 percent of the overall R&D effort
each year is devoted to research. In 1980 this is
expected to amount to $20.3 billion. The
remaining $37 billion will be spent on
development activities. Since 1975 both
research and development funding have
increased at the same rate. Within the
research total, however, there has been a
general tendency to allocate proportionately
more funds to basic research. In 1980 national
basic research spending is estimated at $7.4
billion.
In 1977 more scientists and engineers were
emploved on a full-time-equivalent basis than
in any previous year. Based on the increases
expected in constant dollar R&D spending
between 1977 and 1980, further increases in
the employment of R&D scientists and
engineers should result. By 1980 this number
could approach 625,000, 3 percent above the
1979 level and nearly 10 percent higher than
in 1977.
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